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ABORIGINAL LANDS TRUST ESTATE — DIVESTMENT 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [12.16 pm]: I rise today to inform the house of 
the state government’s progress in amending the Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority Act 1972 to advance our 
commitment to divest the Aboriginal Lands Trust estate to Aboriginal people. The Aboriginal Lands Trust estate 
consists of 302 properties, covering some 22 million hectares, which is about 8.7 per cent of Western Australia’s 
landmass. Divestment of the Aboriginal Lands Trust estate is crucial to increasing direct Aboriginal control of 
land to strengthen communities, foster economic activity and secure improved outcomes for Aboriginal people in 
Western Australia. Members may be aware that the relevant parts of the act have, essentially, remained unchanged 
since it was enacted 50 years ago. The proposed reforms provide a unique, historic opportunity to significantly 
progress our commitment to divesting the Aboriginal Lands Trust estate and will bring the act in line with the state 
government’s objectives of agreement making, partnerships, co-design and Aboriginal-led solutions. 
The proposed changes will streamline the divestment of reserved lands and allow them to be returned to an Aboriginal 
person or entity. The reforms will also replace outdated terms to clearly define Aboriginal stakeholders — 
The SPEAKER: We will just pause for a moment. Leader of the House, the light on your phone is shining. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: I can’t turn it off! 
The SPEAKER: Bring it up here and I will sort it out for you, if you like! 
Dr A.D. BUTI: I thought he was using it to help me read! 
The reforms will provide greater clarity and definition of consultation requirements for stakeholders and the 
Aboriginal Lands Trust. 
Over the next few months, the government, through the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage, will conduct 
consultations to inform the drafting of the amendment bill. Feedback will be sought through information sessions, 
stakeholder meetings and online submissions. I encourage everyone with an interest in the Aboriginal Lands Trust 
estate to participate in those consultations. 

Members and community members can find out more online at https://wa.gov.au/aapa-act. These reforms aim to 
remove current barriers so that these lands can be rightfully returned to the management and control of Aboriginal 
people. With that control and responsibility for land management, it is hoped that new social, cultural and economic 
opportunities will emerge for many Aboriginal people and communities across Western Australia. Returning the 
22 million-hectare ALT estate to Aboriginal people will also make an important contribution to the National Agreement 
on Closing the Gap, and Western Australia’s implementation target of a 15 per cent increase in land the subject of 
rights or interests of Aboriginal people. 

I ask that members encourage people and organisations in their electorates to participate in these important 
consultations and play their part in shaping these historic reforms.  
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